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observe that this was so fair an opportunity to secure to you the reversion of
Lord dive's jaghire that I thought it a duty not to let it slip in expectation of
his arrival, when the government being once settled it might not be so easily
effected, especially as Lord Clive had not the connection with, or knowledge
of, the present Nabob that he had with Mir Jaffir. It was therefore made a
part of the instructions to our deputies, and I have the pleasure to advise you
that the Nabob has consented to cede to you this considerable addition of
rupees 2,22,000, to your estate here, and which will in due time relieve you from
the disagreable circumstance of being accountable to any one for this jaghire,
which by changes might have fallen into very improper hands.
12.    You are advised that Mr. Law is arrived on the Coast of Coromandel
at the head of the French affairs in India.   I do not expect Mm here till May,
nor is any one yet arrived here.   In the mean time I am taking every measure
that appears necessary to prevent their acquiring any other influence than is
by treaty intended they should have, and as a necessary precaution, 1 have
wrote to the Commanding Officer of the army and your Chief at Benares, to
be vigilant that no emissary of Mr. Law's endeavours to procure privately any
improper grants from the King, which Mr. Law's former connections with Mm
might prompt him to ask and the King to grant.   And this new connection
of ours with the King I look on in this respect as a most fortunate circumstance.
Immediately on forming it, I wrote to your President at Madras to know
whether any grants from the King, or what, could bentfit your affairs that way,
either by confirming the Nabob more fully there, or otherwise.   In answer
Mr. Palk has requested of me to endeavour to procure for you the right by
sunnuds to the five Northern Circars4 adjacent to Masulipatam which would
put your affairs with Nizam Alii, the acting Suba of the Decan on a more
respectable footing.   These I arn privately managing at the request of Governor
Palk through General Carnac, to prevent it's giving umbrage, which measure
I take it for granted I shall succeed in, without expence, and it will be more
necessary to prevent the French designs that way, who, notwithstanding the
restriction of treaty, may be led to fortify themselves with every plausible grant
or protection they can, and this previous precaution of ours will add to the
security of your already valuable possessions on that coast.
13.    The only thing I could think of to benefit your affairs on the Bombay
establishment would have been to enlarge your grants at Surat, by procuring
sunnuds for the whole, leaving it to the consideration of the gentlemen to use
them or not, but as such grants might only serve to excite the jealousy of your
Maratta neighbours, and would perhaps unite them and the Moors that way
against your interest, I thought it most prudent to desist, and leave things there
as they at present are, and if such grants should be hereafter found necessary,
it would always be in our power to procure them.
14.    The burthen of the war before the assignment of the 5 lacks per
month, fell so heavy on you that almost every rupee was diverted to the purposes
of it, and this unavoidably.   You have felt it in your investments of the past
season, however even in them you will find more done than considering every
thing, could have well been expected.   This must also account for the large
drafts on you this year; much more was tendered, and with convenlency to
your affairs here might have been received, but the consideration of the in-
conveniency such" drafts might be of to you at home with held our hands, and